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Commissioners recognize Constable’s work to prevent underage drinking
The statistics are sobering: Alcohol is the number one drug
of choice for young people. It’s estimated that in Travis
County alone, 59,000 individuals, some as young as 12,
are alcohol-dependent. Alcohol was a factor in 29.3% of
Austin traffic fatalities in 2013. Close to 25% of Texas
middle and high school students report using alcohol in the
last month.
Research shows that of those who start using alcohol before age 18, one in four end up addicted compared to
one in 25 who delay drinking until age 21 or older. The
longer drinking is delayed, the more likely someone is to
be able to control that behavior.
Discouraging underage alcohol consumption is the primary
goal of Travis County’s Underage Drinking Prevention Program, administered by the County Attorney’s office. Constable 5 is part of the County’s effort to educate teens on
the dangers of alcohol and encourage them to stay strong
in the face of peer pressure or temptation.
Travis County commissioners recognized these efforts at
the Commissioners Court meeting on Tuesday, June 10.
Program Director Gloria Souhami reviewed her program
accomplishments over the last year, highlighting the large
number of students the program volunteers reached. In
Precinct 5, Constable Lopez dedicated several deputies to
conduct underage drinking prevention presentations in
local elementary, middle and high schools.
Deputies talk with students from a law enforcement perspective on the challenge underage drinking presents and
the damage it does in our community.
The UDPP provides free anti-DWI/alcohol awareness
presentations for grades 4 through 12 in the Austin area.
The program receives federal funds from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration through a grant
administered by the Texas Department of Transportation.
Contact Gloria Souhami, program manager, for more info
or to schedule a presentation: 512.854.4229.

County Judge Biscoe hands Constable Lopez the certificate of appreciation from
the Travis County Commissioners Court.
Photo: Elaine Hosage
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The Courthouse Constable
Staff wraps up planning for accessible parking campaign
In January, Constable 5 staff
began planning a large scale
public awareness campaign
under a grant from the Texas
Council for Developmental
Disabilities.

LOGO DESIGN BY
CREATIVEPICKLE FOR
OPERATION SAVE THE
SPACE

CN5 staff have been hard at
work designing visual elements
and content for education and
outreach events rollout later this
year.
The goal of the public awareness campaign is to expand
public understanding of the
importance of accessible parking. Availability of accessible
parking and unimpeded access

to shopping make it possible
for someone in a wheelchair or
on crutches, or whose medical
condition makes moving from
car to store a physical demand,
to participate fully in their communities. It’s a benefit for businesses, too: customers with disabilities have $175 billion in
discretionary spending power,
according to the U.S. Department of Labor.
Our outreach component anticipates two events so far: one in
the fall, the other in mid-2015,
with the help of our local community and statewide partners.

CreativePickle, our design
partner, crafted the logo
(seen at left) to be used in an
array of informational materials, and developed a website and wrote storyboards
for PSAs.
The campaign portrays a
wide range of people with
disabilities in their communities, highlighting the economic
benefits to these individuals
and the businesses where
they shop.
The grant award is scheduled
to be announced later this
summer.

Travis County benefits from long-tenured staff
Thirty years working at one
place is a long time: an entire
generation. Travis County has
the distinction of keeping good
workers, and it reaps the benefit of long-term on-the-job
skills, training and knowledge
gained by these employees.
Last month, the Commissioners
recognized Travis County staff
who had attained specific employment tenure milestones. The
Court proclaimed May 4-10
Public Service Recognition

Week, the 22nd year the
County has honored employees
in this manner.
Travis County’s Employee
Recognition Day fell on May 6
this year. Our office was proud
to note Mandi Castaneda, one
of our clerks, among those
named. Castaneda was one of
154 recognized for their longevity, and one of only 13
reaching 30 years. She’s seen
in the middle of the photo to
the left with three other 30-

year colleagues. Last year,
Constable Lopez was recognized for 35 years with the
County.
Collectively, these 154 employees represent 3,535
years with Travis County and
an average tenure of 23
years. To give a complete
picture of the size of the longevity, 720 employees this
year will mark 5, 10, and 15
years of service.

CAPA network supports paralegal education
In the wide ranging networks
that tie the law enforcement
and legal professions together,
the Capital Area Paralegal
Association strives to serve and
promote the paralegals and
clerks tasked with the administrative work of the courts.
Constable 5 has participated
in CAPA as a sponsor and
member for many years.
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CAPA’s goals include furthering
education among members of
the paralegal profession, maintaining high ethical standards,
and promoting and protecting
the general professional interests of paralegals in Austin.
The group works to shape
guidelines affecting the regulation and development of the
profession, and to provide a

forum for an exchange of
viewpoints on matters of
professional interest. CAPA
cooperates with Bar associations and other law-related
organizations and is affiliated with the National Association of Legal Assistants/
Paralegals.
For more info or to join the
local CAPA group, go to
www.capatx.org.

Volume 1, Issue 3
Vets Court targets returning military who want to turn their lives around
difficulty adjusting which frequently leads
them to getting arrested primarily for
alcohol or other substance abuse incidences,” says Jackson Glass, program
manager at the Travis County Veterans
Court Program.

Judge Mike Denton and Jackson Glass
know a lot about the pain returning military men and women bring home with
them from the vast sands of Iraq and
Afghanistan.
They are two key members of a small,
focused team at Travis County working
with vets diagnosed with service-related
traumatic brain injury or PTSD whose
condition has led to an arrest. The goal
of the program is to divert eligible vets
from the criminal justice system and into
treatment programs.
Travis County’s veterans court was the
natural outcome of the Veterans Intervention Program, an initiative begun in
2008 as a joint project of Pct 4 Constable Maria Canchola and then-Pct 5 Constable Bruce Elfant. Participation in VIP
continues under Constable Lopez, and
the program matures. The program
received a Best Practices Achievement
Award in 2011 from the Texas Association of Counties.
Over the summer months, legislative committees will hold hearings around the
state, studying Texas veterans courts for
possible expansion and standardization.
In expanding the scope of the Veterans
Courts, the VIP team is looking at the
array of needs returning soldiers have:
finding a job, finding housing, reestablishing their contacts with their families,
reintegrating into the community. Many

“Not only are we dealing with a criminal
case that brought them to court ... we’re
also giving them the kind of treatment
they need to deal with PTSD so they
don’t re-offend,” explains Judge Mike
Denton.
Judge Denton, himself an Army veteran,
has held Veterans Court weekly in the
Travis County courthouse since 2010.
Before the specialized court was formed,
the county was charging and prosecuting
combat veterans for their mostly alcohol
and drug-related incidents and some
assaults.

Judge Mike Denton counsels a veteran charged with
a misdemeanor in Travis County’s Veterans Court.
Photo: Laura Skelding, Austin American-Statesman

find it difficult to adapt to civilian life
after living for years with the stressors of
battle. CN5 staff hope that collaborations with other governmental entities and
non-profits in Travis County will pay off in
a big way for the vets coming home.
"What we've seen is basically a wave
of combat vets coming back and having

Constable Canchola finds real satisfaction from the vet court graduation ceremonies. She understands that the personal
challenges combat vets face can overwhelm and isolate. “We have got to
know that the veterans who are coming
home from the wars are treated, that
they are doing better, and their lives are
improving.”
More info on the Veterans Intervention
Program is available from Constable
Canchola, 512.854.9488, or contact
Olie Pope, Travis County Veterans Services
Office, 512.854.9340.

PlanetSafe and CN5 celebrate first anniversary of security collaboration
May 2014 marked the first anniversary
of the opening of PlanetSafe, the child
exchange program operated by SafePlace. CN5 deputies have provided
security from that first day and are an
integral part of the operation. A safe
and secure environment is crucial for
child exchange where clients have a
history of family violence.

of safety and purpose at the child exchange. Said Gauthier, “The constable’s
office has been wonderful. They continue
to exceed our expectations with their
services. Deputies bring sticker badges
for the kids, escort parents to their cars
when there is reason to be concerned for

their safety, and talk with our visiting
parents so they feel respected and welcomed. The first people our parents see
are the deputies. They do a great job of
making families feel welcome while still
reminding them how important safety is
here at PlanetSafe.”

Assessing the year, Zandra Gauthier,
PlanetSafe program manager, credits
CN5 for contributing to the overall sense
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Constable deputies renew their peace
officer credentials annually.
CN5 staff attended a recent training
session to refresh their skills on reducing danger when apprehending fugitives and promoting officer safety.
Conducted by Erwin Ballarta, Executive Director of the Texas Police Association, this training fulfilled education
requirements.
In the top photo, CN5 Senior Deputy
Derrick Hill maneuvers to disarm
fellow CN5 Deputy Julian Smith.
In the lower photo, Chief Deputy Bobby Gutierrez offers little resistance as
Ballarta seemingly effortlessly
demonstrates tactics used to subdue
offenders.
Photos: Carlos B. Lopez

Wooldridge Square Park reopens for use
Across Guadalupe Street from CN5 offices sits Wooldridge
Square Park, one of four original squares Edwin Waller drew in
1839, establishing the grid of the new town of Austin, Texas, on
the northern bank of the Colorado River. Only three squares
survive today: Wooldridge, Republic, and Brush.
In 1909, Austin’s Mayor Wooldridge initiated and completed
the effort to transform the square into a true park and civic
space, including a series of ponds created by damming the existing brook running through the park. The bandstand was dedicated a year later, with the Statesman newspaper remarking on
the park’s “suitability for public speaking.” From that day, for
more than 100 years, Wooldridge Square has been the site for
many a rally, concert, wedding and political gathering.
The City of Austin completed restoration of the park in 2012
and it reopened to fanfare in September 2013.
Map from Downtown Austin Plan, prepared by ROMA Austin and HR&A Advisors
www.downtownaustin.com/sites/default/files/filepicker/50/ParksandOpenSpaceMasterPlan.pdf
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