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2015 Starts with a Bang!
I’m happy to see that we are starting our
Constable newsletter again. Our last editor
decided to run for an Austin City Council
seat and I lost a great executive assistant
but gained a great City Council member,
congratulations to Leslie Pool!
Our new editor and Executive Assistant is
Jama Pantel. Jama comes to us with a
wealth of knowledge and experience and
we welcome her to our Constable 5 family.

Kit Gruelle and showing the
acclaimed HBO documentary “Private Violence”. We
also participated in the annual Paddle Parade and
donated $1,500 to SafePlace’s Illuminate Austin.



We continue to participate
on the Family Violence Task
Force and provide security
for PlanetSafe, a courtordered kid’s exchange and
supervised visitation program associated with SafePlace.



We partnered up with the
Travis County Attorney’s
Office’s Underage Drinking
Prevention Program and are
invited by Precinct Five

2014 was a great year and I want to catch
you up on what CN5 has been up to:





CN5 employees raised funds and
sponsored several families during the
holidays and donated toys to SafePlace.
Our office organized the Austin/Travis
County Family Violence Task Force’s
25th celebration by inviting film advisor,

schools to present to students and
their parents about the consequences of underage drinking.



Our Disabled Parking Enforcement
volunteer program increased to 75
volunteers, with Precinct Five issuing
over 3,000 parking citations and
seizing over 200 illegally used placards in Travis County. CN5 conducted several successful stings during
Black Friday and Tax Free Weekend.

Welcome New Employees to Precinct 5
Kasben Harris joined our Constable 5 family in February 2015 as a Deputy Constable.
She brings with her Corrections experience
from her tenure with the Texas Department
of Corrections. Additionally, she has over
15 years of experience at the Travis County

Sheriff’s Office where she served
in Corrections and Administration. Kasben has been happily
married for over 20 years, with
two children and a new granddaughter.
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Jama Pantel joined the Constable 5 family
in January 2015 as the Constable’s Executive Assistant. She has years of experience
running an office, as well as, years with the
State. She enjoys running, traveling the
world, and photography.
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Justice of the Peace & Constables Day at the Capitol
During the legislative session, the Justices of the
Peace and Constables
Association has a special
event at the Capitol,
known as JPCA Day. On
February 17, 2015, we
had many JP's, Constables, Deputies and Clerks
descend upon the Capitol
to meet with their state
Senators and Representatives. In recent years,
JPCA has worked on
many issues facing JP's
and Constables.

CN5 Family Unit Update
The Constable’s office has as one of its top priorities
family law matters. We work very closely with the County Attorney’s Protective Order Division, SafePlace and
other agencies that help people who are victims of domestic violence. Another service we provide that perhaps is not as well-known are child Writs of Attachments. A Judge may issue a court order directing our
deputies to attach a child from a party whether it is a
child endangerment case, a custodial or visitation rights
case.
In the past 6 months for FY 2015, we have exceeded
the number of child attachments that we served all of
last year. Child attachments are intensive and take a lot
of skill, experience and resources. They are also the
most volatile and most emotional for all parties involved

2015 Legislative Issues
The 84th Legislative Session is in full swing. We are
closely watching many bills that affect Constables and
our office. We have also been able to advise on several
bills that are directly related to us: HB 3927 Constable
Technology Fund filed by Rep. Kuemple. This bill will
authorize a fee to create a constable technology fund.
HB 1425 by Fletcher and the Senate companion SB
1506 filed by Senator Lucio. This bill relates to the
amount of a fee paid by a defendant for a peace officer’s services in executing or processing an arrest warrant, capias, or capias pro fine. It simply raises the fee
from $50 to $75 and has passed out of the House in
prior sessions.

That evening we also hosted
many Senators and Representatives for a Legislative Reception. The turnout was amazing
and provided even more opportunity to meet with and get
to know our Legislators and
offer up any assistance we can
provide.

mother was the protected person.
Both the father and mother were
together and in possession of the
child. Initially, the father said that
we couldn’t enforce the protective
order because it was from another
Child attachments are also state and we were in Texas- hownever the same and always ever, protective orders are univercomplex. For example, a
sally recognized in all states.
recent child attachment
Eventually the father was arrested
had an unusual turn of
for violation of the order and the
events. A grandparent rewarrants were executed and the
ceived custody of a child
child was safely delivered to the
and obtained a Court Order grandmother- the rightful parent in
and Attachment for our
this case.
office to execute. During
our pre execution assess- Our deputies are well versed and
experienced in dealing with these
ment, we discovered that
the father had a protective emotional and many times danorder in place (from anoth- gerous situations.
including the child. We
keep toys on hand at the
office because this can be
very difficult for the child (or
children).

er state) and three existing
warrants from Texas. The

HB 2486 by Rep Keffer
and SB 739 by Senator
Hinojosa relating to the
right of a person to enter
a person’s residence or
former residence accompanied by a peace officer
to recover certain personal property. We believe
this bill can help prevent
violence between former
roommates and spouses.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/
uscode/text/18/2265
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ADA 25th Anniversary Celebration
On July 26, 1990, a second Independence Day
was created with the signing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA),
greatly expanding civil
rights protection for an
estimated 57 million
Americans with disabilities; making America the
first nation to comprehensively declare equality for
its citizens with disabilities.
March 3, 2015 was the
ADA25 Texas Trailblazers - 25th Anniversary

Celebration at the Bob
Bullock Museum. The
event honored the Texas Trailblazers - past,
present, and future and celebrated the 25th
anniversary of the ADA.
Tribute was paid to the
cross-disability efforts that
led to the passage of the
American’s with Disabilities Act and support for
the ADA Legacy Project
and ADA 25 Tour bus as
it seeks to engage the
nation on the story of the
ADA and educate the
public about the need for

amendments to further the law’s impact.
It is well established that the vision and leadership for
that effort came straight from the heart of Texas. Many
Texans, including many Austinites contributed to the
passage and implementation of this groundbreaking
legislation. These Texas Trail Blazers - from many advocates, to members of Congress, to people living in state
institutions - worked tirelessly to make the dream a reality. Texans, Justin Dart and Lex Frieden led that vision
for Congressional action. Our office was honored to
take part in the celebration.

Great Texas Warrant Roundup
Over 280 law Enforcement agencies from across
Texas joined together to initiate The Great Texas
Warrant Roundup in March. While warrants are
regularly served by each jurisdiction, this huge,
combined effort provides greater opportunity for
warrant service. The Precinct 5 Constable and Justice of the Peace joined forces with agencies
around the state to locate individuals and close
Class C misdemeanor warrants.

Over 14 days we had 217 warrants paid for a total
collection of $62,976.

Start by Believing
SafePlace and the Travis
County Sheriff’s office
have recently started a
public awareness campaign for the month of
April, which is Sexual
Assault Awareness
Month. Our office is committed to serving victims
of family violence and
sexual assault so we are
happy to be part of the

campaign, called Start by
Believing.
www.startbybelieving.org
Research has shown that
victims of rape and sexual
assault cooperate with
law enforcement and heal
faster when they are met
with support rather than
skepticism. Many from
our office signed the form:

When you sign this form, you are stating: My
name is ________ and when someone tells me
they were raped or sexually assaulted, I START
BY BELIEVING.

The Courthouse Constable

TRAVIS COUNTY CONSTABLE,
PRECINCT 5
Holt Building
1003 Guadalupe
Austin, Texas 78701

Travis County Constable, Precinct 5 goes social!
Find us on social media and don’t forget to “Like”
and “Follow” us on Facebook and Twitter.

Phone: 512.854.9100
Fax: 512.854.4228
www.constable5.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TravisCountyConstablePrecinct5
Twitter: @Constable_5

Come connect with
us on social media!

Community Outreach
Easter Baskets: Every year a
local church makes Easter baskets for us to hand out to foster
children. This year about 100
Easter baskets were taken to
Child Protective Services to give
out. In additional, another 40
were given to a local foster agency. Also, a family that our office
“adopted” in December, was
given some of these lovely Easter baskets. Staff from our office
had the honor of delivering them.

Handbags for Hope: Throughout the month of March, handbags were collected for the 8th
annual Handbags for Hope drive
put on by the Texas Advocacy
Project and the Travis County
Sheriff’s office. Each bag that is
donated is cleaned and filled with
information on how to get and
stay safe. These bags are deliv-

ered to children in shelters in
time for Mother’s Day. The children will then get to pick out a
handbag to give to their mother
as a gift. Our office collected
some beautiful bags that any
child would love to give to their
mother.

