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Half way through the year!
My heart is heavy as I return from
Hutto Sgt. Chris Kelley’s funeral.
My condolences go out to his wife
and the two young children he left
behind. My worst fear as Constable
is the possibility of having to deal
with an unfortunate incident such
as this. Our deputies make
hundreds of contacts each day
executing Court orders, evictions,
domestic violence protective
orders, and child attachments to
name a few. I attribute our success
to their experience, training and
demeanor but we acknowledge that
our safety is not guaranteed.

As chair of the JPCA
legislative team, this 84th
Legislative session was
exhausting yet exciting at
the same time. Having an
awesome Constable staff
has allowed me to tend to
some legislative issues
without my office missing a
beat. Our community
service continues to grow
by committing to speak to
juveniles about the
dangers of Underage
Drinking, mentoring and
finding ways to help our
aging community. We look

You’ve Got Mail
Being the Chair and Vice-Chair of the
Constable Legislative Committee,
and only two blocks from the Capital,
Constable Lopez and Chief Deputy
Gutierrez played an important role
during the 84th Legislative session.

This just goes
to show their
commitment to
issues that
matter to law
enforcement.
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forward to building a better
mouse trap and finding ways to
improve the lives of those around
us. Have a safe and happy
summer! – Carlos B. Lopez
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71st Annual JPCA Conference—South Padre Island

The 71st Annual Justice of the Peace and Constables Association (JPCA) Education Conference was held June 22 nd-26th
in South Padre Island, Texas. This annual conference was designed to keep both JP’s and Constables informed on
issues that are important to them and their constituents. It is also a way to earn continuing education credits during the
education sessions for the constables, justices of the peace and court personnel. Several members of the CN 5 family
were able to attend this education conference. Constable Lopez and Chief Deputy Gutierrez even came home with some
top honors during the awards banquet.
Each year, the JPCA honors one of its members with the top award it can bestow, the T.A. Vines award. Carlos B. Lopez,
Travis County Constable Precinct 5, was given this prestigious award. Background: In 1990, JPCA President Bill Bailey,
Harris County Constable, established the T.A. Vines award for members who were exemplary members like Constable
Vines had been throughout his tenure with JPCA. Each President Elect since then has bestowed the honor on a JPCA
member that has performed well in a leadership role. When examining the T.A. Vines award winners, it is apparent that the
winners demonstrated leadership ability, talent, vision, and lengthy tenure. Most winners also spent long hours in the
legislative process. Constable Lopez received this award due to his outstanding service to the JPCA. He is Second Vice
President of the JPCA and served as Chair of the Constable Legislative Committee for the 84 th Legislative Session.
Bobby Gutierrez, Chief Deputy, Travis County Constable Precinct 5, was awarded the Larry Waller Deputy Constable of
the Year award from JPCA. Chief Deputy Gutierrez served as the Vice-Chair of the Constable Legislative Committee for
the 84th Legislative Session. Larry Waller was a much beloved Chief Deputy of Dallas County.

Eeyore’s Birthday
Eeyore’s birthday party is a daylong festival that has
taken place in Austin annually since 1963 at Pease
District Park in the Travis County Precinct 5 district.
It is a large fundraiser to benefit non-profit groups.
CN 5 has had their booth at Eeyore’s for many years
selling turkey legs. This year was another success
for Precinct 5. With the money raised CN 5 is able to
help out SafePlace Austin and provide Christmas
gifts for some “adopted” families that would otherwise go without during the Christmas season. We
“adopt” these families through the local schools in
the CN 5 precinct.
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84th Legislative Session Recap
Sine Die y’all! The 84th
legislative session has
ended and there were
over 6,457 House and
Senate bills filed, but
only 1,323 of those
bills were passed. We
had an exhausting but
successful legislative
session. For one,
there were no bills directed at abolishing or
reducing any Texas
JP’s or Constables. We
believe our coordinated
efforts with JPCA being

more visible, engaged
and active helped tremendously. We began
back in August 2014
with a clear objective to
educate and support
the legislators, paving
the way to a successful
legislative session.

of HB 2486 was amended and not what was initially filed, it is on the books and is a start. We have
the next two years to work on how we can improve
this for next session. It provides for a procedural
mechanism in JP Court to retrieve essential
personal property, accompanied by a peace
officer, from their residence or former residence
when they have been denied access. We had two
other bills filed on our behalf that did not pass.

After much discussion
and hand-wringing
over one of our priority
bills this session, HB
2486, property retrieval
bill, finally passed! Although the final version

We worked closely with our JP counterparts on
several bills, including the highly publicized
truancy bill. We were also asked by several groups
to help with and lend our opinions on many topics,
including the canine encounter bills, the open carry
bills and the body camera bills.

CN 5: Volunteers and Leaders in our Community
May 21, 2015, marked the 10th anniversary
Seedling Foundation mentorship luncheon.
Congratulations to CN 5 staff for mentoring for
this amazing organization. Tanya Winters
celebrated her 1 year anniversary, Mercedes
Mata celebrated her 2 year anniversary, and
Constable Lopez celebrated his 6 year
anniversary mentoring for Seedling.
http://www.seedlingfoundation.org/
Photo Credit: Cathy Buck

Elaine Hosage has been a Pease Elementary
volunteer through Austin Partners in Education
for 9 years. This organization helps create and
foster effective community and school partnerships. In addition to mentoring young learners,
APIE classroom coaches help Austin ISD
students prepare for college and career.
http://www.austinpartners.org/

Mercedes Mata was recently sworn in as a
volunteer for Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Travis County, Inc. A CASA
volunteer is a court appointed, trained and
committed adult who ensures that each child’s
individual needs remain a priority in an
over-burdened child welfare system.
http://www.casatravis.org/

The Courthouse Constable
TRAVIS COUNTY CONSTABLE,
PRECINCT 5
Holt Building
1003 Guadalupe
Austin, Texas 78701
Phone: 512.854.9100
Fax: 512.854.4228
www.constable5.com

Travis County Constable, Precinct 5 goes social!
Find us on social media and don’t forget to “Like”
and “Follow” us on Facebook and Twitter.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TravisCountyConstablePrecinct5
Twitter: @Constable_5

Come connect with
us on social media!

Travis County Juneteenth Celebration
In honor of Juneteenth, the
Travis County Commissioners Court held their 26th annual celebration to remember
this historic day. County
Judge Sarah Eckhardt and
Commissioner Ron Davis
hosted this event. Constable
Lopez was one of the many
elected officials who sponsored this event as well.
June 19 marks the day that
slaves in Galveston, Texas
got word that their freedom
had been granted.
Juneteenth is now celebrated
nationwide.

The CN 5 Association took
part in the festivities and even
sold their “famous” brisket
tacos as part of the celebration. The brisket tacos sold
out within the first hour. They
are “famous” for a reason!!

Special thanks to the cook
that makes them famous,
Mimo Robledo. He better
cook more next time.

