THE COURTHOUSE CONSTABLE
Volume 3, Issue 2

Summer 2016

CARLOS B. LOPEZ, CONSTABLE, TRAVIS COUNTY PRECINCT 5

Summer
First of all, I would like to express my condolences to the family of Erin McCleskey.
Ms. McCleskey was a private process
server who was mauled to death by several
dogs as she was serving civil process
papers. This tragic incident highlights the
dangers of the type of work we do on a
daily basis.

practices are shared and brought
back and put into place to continue and make Travis County one
of the best counties to live in.

– Carlos B. Lopez

As we enter the summer and the temperatures increase, we look forward to delivering fans for Family Eldercare and check in
on members of our community who are at
risk. If you know of someone that may
need a well check or just an occasional visit
please do not hesitate to call and let us
know.
I also look forward to a successful JPCA
conference week in San Antonio, Texas the
last week of June. Many ideas and best

Farewell Kathryn
It seems like just yesterday we welcomed
Kathryn aboard to the CN 5 family. Today, we
want to wish her well and thank her for all of her
hard work and dedication to our office. Kathryn
played a vital role in helping with our Disabled
Parking Enforcement team. She also lent her
skills to our research department. You will be
missed Kathryn. Good luck and keep in touch.
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Welcome Aboard - Deputy Mesorana
Welcome the newest member of the CN5 family, Deputy Janet
Mesorana. She was born and raised in the Bronx, New York. She
attended Long Island University C.W. Post and received her BA in psychology, followed by her Masters in Guidance and Counseling from
University of Texas Edinburg.

Deputy Mesorana worked as a Licensed Professional Counselor for
7 years. In 2006 she decided to follow her desire to work in Law Enforcement and was hired by the Travis County Sheriff’s Office as a
jailer. In 2011 she went to CAPCOG and received her Peace Officer
License. In 2012 she began working at Courthouse Security and was
the permanent fixed Deputy at the Attorney Generals Child Support
Court in 2014. While interacting with several deputies from Pct. 5 she
began to express interest in working for the Constable’s office.

She is very excited to be a part of the CN5 family. For fun, she enjoys
physical fitness activities and nature.

Mountain Bike Training for DPE
Recently, CN5 added two new bicycles to our fleet. With this addition, our Disabled Parking Enforcement team
will be able to patrol for disabled parking violations much more efficiently around the downtown area and beyond.

Accessible parking is so important for many reasons and is a priority for CN 5. For people with disabilities, an
accessible parking space means full participation in the community. This is especially an issue in the downtown
area around the CN 5 office. At some point, we all may need accessible parking. It is more than just a privilege,
it’s a civil right.

Deputies Eller and Caldwell underwent intense training for 3 days as part of this new initiative. Under the direction of Sgt. Redd and Deputy Hill, they spent 4 hours in classroom training and another 20 hours in bike safety
and skills testing in the field.

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 2

Page 3

Permanent “Unwanted Prescription Drug” Kiosk
On April 30 the Travis County Constable Precinct 5 office, along with other
offices and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) gave the public its
11th opportunity in six years to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their
homes of potentially dangerous, expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. Over 6,700 pounds were collected on that day.

This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. Medicines that languish in home cabinets are highly susceptible to misuse and
abuse. Rates of prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as
are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs.
Studies show that a majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from
family and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. In addition,
Americans are now advised that their usual methods for disposing of unused medicines - flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the
trash - both pose potential safety and health hazards.
Due to the huge success of this one-day program and our commitment to
the community, Constable Precinct 5 now has a permanent pharmaceutical
kiosk located in our lobby at 1003 Guadalupe St., which is available for drop
-off during normal business hours, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday - Friday
(except observed holidays). This kiosk is the first to be placed in a Travis
County building. Austin Resource Recovery (a City of Austin service) is the
sponsor of the permanent kiosk. Through this partnership the kiosk is available to all individuals with no restrictions on residency. (Inventory from pharmacies or healthcare facilities is not accepted.) The service is free and
anonymous, no questions asked. We cannot accept needles or sharps, only
pills, patches, blister packs, creams, ointments, inhalers and nebulizers.

Community Outreach
Giving back and getting out in the community is very important to the CN 5 office. We have teamed up with two initiatives
this summer to help out the community: The Family Eldercare Summer Fan Drive and The Travis County Sheriff’s office
and Texas Advocacy Project’s 6th Annual “Backpacks for Hope” Drive.

Family Eldercare’s annual Summer Fan Drive meets a critical basic need: relief from life-threatening heat for those who
do not have or cannot afford a fan or air-conditioning. For 25 years, the Fan Drive has served low-income seniors, adults
with disabilities and families with children. CN 5 will be out in the community delivering fans. For more information or to
volunteer: https://www.summerfandrive.org/

The 2016 Backpacks for Hope drive will run from June 21- July 29. The Project is collecting NEW backpacks and school
supplies to be distributed with FREE legal line and safety planning resources to children in domestic violence shelters
throughout Texas. Over 1900 backpacks have been requested to fill this need. Help us by dropping off any NEW backpack or school supply items to our office at 1003 Guadalupe St. For more information:
http://www.texasadvocacyproject.org/events.php
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Travis County Constable, Precinct 5 goes social!
Find us on social media and don’t forget to “Like”
and “Follow” us on Facebook and Twitter.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TravisCountyConstablePrecinct5
Twitter: @Constable_5

Come connect with
us on social media!

Sgt. Sosa Graduates
Congratulations Sgt. Sosa. He recently graduated from the
Texas Constable’s Leadership College in Huntsville, Texas.
This was the 12th Class of the Texas Constable’s Leadership
College and the ceremony, was held on May 15, 2015.
The 12th Class graduates completed 3 Modules of training,
including all aspects of modern law enforcement management techniques, styles and philosophies. This program
gives a new generation of leadership assessment tools which
will meet the existing but often difficult challenges of the new
economy. Each participant created a Personal Leadership
Philosophy paper reflecting their views on leadership, leadership practice, vision for their organization and community and
plans for professional growth. All 25 Constables from different precincts throughout Texas were awarded a diploma and
insignia of the professional designation.

