
We will help that one family when 
they are hungry and need a hand; we 
will hand out a blanket to that   
homeless veteran; we will locate that 
child who is in an abusive situation 
and keep them safe. And yes, we will 
even educate that Californian on why 
it’s important to keep that parking 
spot open for the disabled.  Even if 
we only make a difference in one 
person’s life, it will all be worth it.  As 
my lovely Momma used to say, “One 
day at a time.” After all, I just got 
elected to another term. Bring it on 
2017! 

 
– Carlos B. Lopez 

              

 

I wish I could say that 2016 was a great 
year, and as much as I tried I just 
couldn’t begin my intro that way.  
  
My Family Unit served about 1,000    
domestic violence protective orders, 
pretty much the same as it has each 
year since I started this job almost 40 
years ago. I was reminded that        
domestic issues and sexual assaults 
have always been and will  always be a 
challenge for our community. Perhaps 
our Men As Allies and Family Violence 
Task Force will make a difference this 
year. Let’s hope.  
  
My office sponsored 8 families for 
Christmas and as I was delivering the 
gifts for my family I saw and was     
reminded how desperate and needy 
they all were. Mom works 2 jobs with 4 
kids with grandma helping and no relief 
in sight. On my way back to the office, I 
passed by the sidewalks of downtown 
and saw hundreds of homeless people      
bundled up trying to keep warm.   
  
We issued over 2,400 disabled parking 
tickets and seized over 170 illegally 
used placards. It’s been pretty much 
the same for over 20 years now and 
with hundreds of new people moving in 
to Austin each week that just don’t 
seem to get it.  It seems that our      
disability community still can’t have 
access, the same access that you and I 
take for  granted.   
  

We started the “Silver Watch” 
program where our deputies 
go out and provide a wellness 
check on people who are at 
risk.  It made me aware of 
how many folks, elderly and 
disabled, are alone and     
vulnerable.  We are now  
helping CPS and removing 
children from abusive and 
dangerous environments, and 
even helping to locate       
children that are in hiding or 
have run away.  I understand 
that there may be as many as 
1,500 children around the 
state that haven’t been seen 
by authorities, who may be in 
danger due to a shortage of 
manpower.  
  
So, I apologize for the Debbie 
Downer intro but this job can 
sometimes be difficult on the 
soul.  Where do we go from 
here? ONWARD to 2017!! 
We will help that one victim 
from domestic abuse, and 
teach another about how to 
have a positive relationship. 
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What is a child attachment?  

 

In family law cases in Texas, a writ of attachment is a court order to a sheriff or constable in the state of 
Texas to physically remove a child from one person and deliver the child to another. They are used 
when one person is refusing to comply with a court order to return the child to another party, refusing 
visitation rights, or when the party withholding the child is endangering the child. The person seeking the 
writ applies to the court where the original order was made and must pay any applicable filing fees. 

 

These lovely drawings were created in our conference room on the dry erase board by two little 8 year 
old girls. Not only does CN5 have a specialized Family Unit, our office acts as a juvenile facility for child    
attachments so they can stay here if need be. We have items on hand, including stuffed animals, board 
games, and movies. These are here to help the children feel more at ease when they are going through 
what could be a very stressful situation. We want to make things as easy as possible for the children 
when they are at CN5. 
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Child Attachments   

Enes Bilgin invited the Constable for a wonderful meal at the Raindrop Turkish House. They are working on 
ways to build bridges not walls with law enforcement in our community.  

Constable Lopez was invited to be on the panel at a Breakout Austin event. This was a panel discussion at 
ACC with the student government, and with Senator Gonzalo Barrientos, Commissioner Margaret J. Gomez 
and Constable Adan Ballesteros. Constable Lopez had an opportunity to talk about the importance of voting 
and being heard.  

Constable Lopez  -  Out in the Community  



 

Page 3 
VOLUME 4, ISSUE 1  

CPS Pilot Program  

Welcome: Bertha DeLaCruz  

As mentioned on the first page, we are working on a pilot program with Child Protective Services, which is 
under Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, and as mentioned on the page prior, CN5 has a 
specialized Family Unit. The pilot program allows our office to investigate cases to help out CPS. As of today, 
we have been able to locate two children for CPS. Our hope is that the pilot program continues to go well and 
we are able to share what we have learned so that the rest of the State can help out CPS.  

 

So far so good, based on the email we recently received from Commissioner Hank Whitman, Jr. of Texas  
Department of Family and Protective Services: “Constable Lopez, Jim just informed me of the extraordinary 
work your folks did in locating a family that our people could not find.  No doubt this saved a life or 
lives.  Thank you so much for assisting us.  I've always told my people that the LE component is part of our 
family and forever will be as long as I'm the commissioner.  Thanks again Carlos. You are a good man! I will 
always be indebted to you. Hank” 

 

 

 

Swearing In  

Constable Lopez was elected for another four year term during the November election. 2017 is the start of the new term 
in office for the Constable. Constable Lopez was sworn in just after midnight on January 1, 2017, by Judge  Nancy    
Hohengarten.  Constable Lopez also swore his deputies and officers into office on January 3, 2017.  

In November, CN5 welcomed Bertha DeLaCruz as the newest member of the 
CN5 family. She is the new Executive Assistant to Constable Lopez. She has 
worked for Travis County for 18 plus years, has held multiple positions within the 
County, and believes that Travis County is a great place to work and retire 
from.  In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with her family, mostly with 
her grandchildren. She looks forward to working with all and being a part of our 
great team.     



Travis County Constable, Precinct 5 goes social! 
Find us on social media and don’t forget to “Like” 
and “Follow” us on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TravisCountyConstablePrecinct5 
 
Twitter: @Constable_5 

TRAVIS COUNTY CONSTA BLE, 

PRECINCT 5  

The Courthouse Constable  

Holt Building 
1003 Guadalupe 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Phone: 512.854.9100 
Fax: 512.854.4228 
www.constable5.com 

 

Come connect with 

us on social media!  

2016 Wrap -Up  

The end of the year is always special with the holidays, spending time off with family and friends, and the CN5 
annual dinner and awards celebration. We take this opportunity to acknowledge and  appreciate staff for their 
hard work throughout the year. It is also incredibly meaningful for CN5 to share some love with others who may 
need a little extra care around the holidays.  

 

This year CN5 adopted 8 families to spread some Holiday cheer with. We are very grateful to the Calendar Club 
who was so generous in their donations of toys and goods. Also, special thanks to Deputy Schultz and his 
church for working together on toy donations. Constable, Deputies, and staff made donations as well, and the 
CN5 Association provided H-E-B gift cards to all of our adopted families. From the bottom of our hearts, we are 
forever thankful being able to provide this service to our community and precinct.  

 

We held our annual Holiday party at The Downtown Omni. It was an evening filled with laughter, great food, and 
comradery...not to mention, all the wonderful door prizes. It was a great setting for a dinner outside of the office. 
A week later, we had our annual end of the year meeting which was attended by the entire office. We discussed 
our strengths and areas to work on so that we could start off 2017 with a bang!  

 

 

 

 

 


